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Forestry and Woodlands  

Scotland’s forests make a substantial contribution to the economy at both 
national and local levels, they provide considerable environmental benefits and 
help to improve people’s quality of life. The Scottish Government aims to 

maintain and enhance Scotland’s forest and woodland resources for the benefit 
of current and future generations. To achieve this, we need to prevent 

inappropriate woodland losses (Scotland’s Forestry Strategy, 2019). 
 
The third National Planning Framework also recognises that Scotland’s 

woodlands and forestry are an economic resource, as well as an environmental 
asset. The Climate Change Plan places emphasis on the fact that Scotland’s 

woodlands deliver a wide range of benefits, including inward investment and 
jobs, climate change adaptation and mitigation, and the enhancement of the 
health and well-being of Scotland’s communities. The Scottish forestry sector is 

worth almost £1 billion per year and employs over 25,000 people.  
 

There is therefore a strong presumption in favour of protecting Scotland’s 
woodland resources and the Scottish Government provides policy direction in the 

policy on control of woodland removal. Woodland removal should be kept to a 
minimum and where woodland is felled it should be replanted. The policy 
supports woodland removal only where it would achieve significant and clearly 

defined additional public benefits. In some cases, including those associated with 
development, a proposal for compensatory planting may form part of this 

balance. The criteria for determining the acceptability of woodland removal is 
explained in the policy and the applicant should take them into account when 
preparing the proposal. Beyond this, the applicant should refer to guidance 

documents issued by Forestry Commission in relation to good forestry practice 
and sustainable forest management.  

 
Woodland Management and tree felling  
Where woodland removal is proposed for development, the relevant 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations will apply and the EIA 
Report should justify and provide evidence for the need for woodland removal 

and the associated mitigation measures. The first consideration for the 
applicant should be whether the underlying purpose of the proposal can 
reasonably be met without resorting to woodland removal. Design 

approaches that reduce the scale of felling required to facilitate the development 
must be considered and integration of the development with the existing 

woodland structure is a key part of the consenting process.  
 
Integration of the project into future forest design plans is a key part of the 

development process. The removal of large areas of woodland will not be 
supported. When a proposed development or infrastructure requires to go 

through forestry, consideration should be given to forest design guidelines.   
 
The EIA Report should include a stand-alone chapter on ‘Woodland management 

and tree felling’ (a forest plan) prepared by a suitably qualified professional and 
supported by existing records, site surveys and aerial photographs. In order to 

present the relevant information about the forest and to secure compliance with 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-forestry-strategy-20192029/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-3/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/scottish-governments-climate-change-plan-third-report-proposals-policies-2018/
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcfc125.pdf/$FILE/fcfc125.pdf
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/FCPG012.pdf/$FILE/FCPG012.pdf


the UK Forestry Standard, the applicant should consider the appropriate 
scope/scale for such plan. In certain cases a forest plan of the proposed 

development area only is not appropriate. The applicant should consider the 
whole ownership, or multiple ownerships, or expands the scope of the forest 

plan so that to present the relevant information about that forest. Details of the 
proposed mitigation measures must be included in the EIA Report, not left to 
post-consent habitat management plans (or others) to decide and implement.  

 
The chapter should describe and recognise the social, economic and 

environmental values of the forest and the woodland habitat and take into 
account the fact that, once mature, the forest would have been managed into a 
subsequent rotation, often through a restructuring (re-designing) proposal, 

according to the UK Forestry Standard, that would have increased the diversity 
of tree species and the landscape design of the forest.  

 
The chapter should describe the baseline conditions of the forest, including its 
ownership. This will include information on species composition, age class 

structure, yield class and other relevant crop information. The chapter should 
describe the changes to the forest structure, the woodland composition and 

describe the work programme: 
 

 the proposed areas of woodland for felling to accommodate the proposed 
infrastructures, including access roads, tracks, underground pipes and cables 
and any ancillary structures. Details of the area to be cleared around those 

structures should also be provided, along with evidence to support the 
proposed scale and phasing of felling; 

 trees felled must be replanted on-site or compensated for (off-site planting) 
and these areas must be clearly identified in the plan. On-site replanting 
must always be considered first. The replanting operations must be 

appropriately described, including changes to the species composition, age 
class structure, timber production and traffic movements. Tree/shrub species 

must be suited to the site and the objectives of management; 
 areas of open ground in the forest that are designed for biodiversity or 

landscape enhancement or for recreation opportunities should not be 

considered for on-site replanting (to compensate for woodland removal in 
other parts of the forest).  

 
The applicant should consider the potential cumulative impact of existing and the 
proposed development on the forest resource in respect to the local and regional 

context. In particular consideration must be given to the implication of felling 
operations on such things as habitat connectivity, biodiversity, water 

management, landscape impact, impact on timber transport network and 
forestry policies included in the local and regional Forestry and Woodland 
Strategies and local development plans.  

 
A long term forest plan should be provided as part of the EIA Report (as a 

technical appendix for context) to give a strategic vision to deliver environmental 
and social benefits through sustainable forest management and describes the 
major forest operations over a 20 years period.  

 
 

 



UK Forestry Standard 
The UK Forestry Standard is the Government’s reference standard for 

sustainable forest management in the UK and provides a basis for regulation and 
monitoring. The Scottish Government expects all forestry plans and operations in 

Scotland to comply with the standards. Both felling operations and on and off-
site compensatory planting must be carried out in accordance to good forestry 
practice- the EIA Report must clearly state that the project will be developed and 

implemented in accordance with the standard. A key component of this is to 
ensure that even-age woodlands are progressively restructured in a sustainable 

manner: felling coupes should be phased to meet adjacency requirements and 
their size should be of a scale which is appropriate in the context of the 
surrounding woodland environment.  

 
Scottish Forestry  

Scottish Forestry is an executive agency of Scottish Government and works as 
part of Scottish Government to protect and expand Scotland’s forests and 
woodlands and so has an interest in major developments that have the potential 

to impact on local forests and woodlands and/or the forestry sector.  
 

Scottish Forestry is the main forestry consultee and should be consulted 
throughout the development of the proposal to ensure that proposed changes to 

the woodland are appropriate and address the requirements of policy on control 
of woodland removal and the principles of sustainable forest management.  
 

It is important that pre-application discussions takes place with the local Scottish 
Forestry  Conservancy office, the planning authority and other relevant key 

agencies, at the earliest possible stage of the project, to ensure all parties have 
a shared understanding of the nature of the proposed development, information 
requirements and the likely timescale for determination. This collaborative 

approach will ensure that all forestry issues are identified and mitigated at the 
earliest opportunity. The applicant should allow sufficient time in their project 

plan to accommodate such advice.  
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https://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/supporting/management/conservancies

